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UM GRANT HELPS PREPARE STUDENTS FOR WORK IN GERONTOLOGY 
MISSOULA --
The University of Montana-Missoula’s Department of Social Work has landed a 
$60,000 grant from the John A. Hartford Foundation that will prepare students to work with 
the elderly.
The grant was awarded to UM through a partnership with the New York-based 
foundation, which is dedicated to providing effective and affordable care to the nation’s 
rapidly increasing older population, and the Council on Social Work Education, the national 
accrediting body for all schools of social work.
"Because the baby boom generation is fast approaching older adulthood and health care 
advances can keep people alive longer, the aging population in the United States and Montana 
is increasing rapidly, with the 85 and older population expanding the most quickly," said 
Cindy Garthwait, chair of UM’s Department of Social Work.
"By 2025, 20 percent of Montana’s population is expected to be 65 and over, and the 
number of Montanans over 85 is expected to grow by 97 percent over 1997 population 
figures," she said. "This stunning demographic shift has implications for housing, health care, 
financial security, retirement and family caregiving responsibilities. There is a growing need to 
train professionals, including social workers, to address the psycho-social needs of elders and
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their families."
The Hartford grant provides training and resources for UM faculty members to allow 
them to include aging issues in the required courses for a bachelor’s degree in social work.
The grant also allows the department to offer courses and internships through the Gerontology 
Fellows Program for students who plan to pursue careers that specialize in the needs of aging 
populations.
Garthwait has led the way to form an advisory board of local community members to 
work with UM faculty members and students to develop successful practices for working with 
the elderly and their families. UM students also are encouraged to move beyond textbooks and 
the classroom by working in the community with mentors in professions that deal with issues 
of the elderly.
During the next year, Garthwait will present information related to her work with the 
grant projects at regional and national conferences. Her first presentation will be "Teaching 
Students to Do Spiritual Assessments of Elders" at the national conference of the Council on 
Social Work Education in Atlanta next month.
For more information about UM’s social work degree programs, call the Department of 
Social Work at (406) 243-5543 or go online to www.umt.edu/sw.
m
BD
State dailies and weeklies 
Hartford, rl
